(| School District No. 19 (Revelstoke)

School District 19 Early French Immersion Survey

School District 19 (Revelstoke) is exploring the potential
of offering Early French Immersion in the school district.

We are compiling a list of parents who have an interest in Early French Immersion. We wish to ensure that
parents register their interest by completing the short information form on the back of this page.

Completed forms can be returned to Jeanette Magarian by email at jmagarian@sd19.bc.ca,
by fax at 250-837-9335
or dropped off at the School Board Office at 501 11" Street.

Please return this form by November 30", 2012.

French Immersion Quick Facts:

* The French Immersion curriculum is exactly the same as the English curriculum. The only
difference between the two programs is the language of instruction.

* Parents of children in French Immersion are not expected to understand or speak any
French.

* Research has shown that French second-language education does not diminish math or
English-language skills. In fact, studies suggest learning a second language can enhance
cognitive and intellectual abilities.

* Currently, over 275,000 B.C. students are enrolled in French Immersion and this school
year marks the 13 straight increase in French Immersion enroliment across the province.

What is French Immersion?

French Immersion is a Canadian educational program in which children study in French even
though their first language is not French. Research shows that this is the most effective way for a
child to become bilingual. It is offered through the public school system but only when parents
express enough interest. In BC, Early Immersion starts in Kindergarten or Grade 1. In French
Immersion all activities and learning during elementary grades are in French, except for English
arts. Students who complete the program graduate with two secondary school diplomas.

Is French Immersion related to the new Francophone School?

No, French Immersion in Revelstoke should not be confused with the new “Ecole des Glaciers”
which is the Francophone school located at Arrow Heights Elementary. Ecole des Glaciers is a
separate school operated by a different school board called the Conseil Scolaire Francophone and
available only to children with at least one Francophone parent.

Why should | choose French Immersion for my child?

Graduates of a full Immersion Program can expect increased appreciation of other languages and
cultures, enhanced career potential, a greater facility for learning other languages as well as a
more global view of Canada and the world.

More information is available on the Canadian Parents for French website at http://www.cpf.bc.ca.




French Immersion Interest Survey

Name:

Address:

Phone Number: School District 19
(Revelstoke)

Email:

School District 19 (Revelstoke) is currently exploring the viability of offering French
Immersion within the district. If you have an interest in Early French Immersion for your child,
please provide us with information that best describes your current situation.

0 1 am fully knowledgeable about French Immersion and committed to enrolling my
child in whatever school would be selected.

0 I am fully knowledgeable about French Immersion and committed to enrolling my
child as long as it is in my neighbourhood school, which is

[0 | have some information regarding French Immersion but wish more information. |
am not fully committed at this point. The information that | would like is:

My children would be entering Kindergarten in:

O 2013 (bornin 2008)  Child’s Name:

O 2014 (bornin 2009)  Child’s Name:

0 2015 (bornin 2010) Child’'s Name:

This information will be critical in determining potential enrolment. Please return this
information to the School District Office (address and fax number provided below) by
November 30™.

| want to thank you very much for your time.

Sincerely,

G

Anne Cooper
Superintendent of Schools

cc: Early French Immersion File

School District Office
501 11" Street P.O. Bag 5800 Revelstoke, B.C. VOE 2S0
Tel: (250) 837-2101 Fax: (250) 837-9335
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